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encourage the Pope in his design. The Doge of Venice,
Prospero Malpiero, an advocate of peace with the Turks,
died in 1462 and was succeeded by Christoforo Moro.1 In
the same year alum mines were discovered by Giovanni
de Castro in the Tolfa mountains in the neighbourhood of
Civita Vecchia, which added a new and considerable source
to papal revenues, while the Turkish mines in Asia Minor
suffered a serious blow.2 In the following year, the dissen-
sions between the Emperor Frederick III and Matthias
Corvinus came to a happy end, and Hungary was thus free
to conclude its alliance with Venice against the Turks. In
1463, too, a Burgundian embassy arrived in Rome to
inform the Pope that the Duke would be ready to lead an
army of 6,000 men to the East during the spring.3 Every-
thing appeared to augur well for the crusade, and the Pope
published the Bull Ezechielis * (October 1463) preaching
holy war while he negotiated for the contributions of other
Italian Republics to the great cause. Yet all this was
mirage. When the time came for action, the European
princes found numerous pretexts in the internal troubles
of their own countries to justify their delay, or their absten-
tion from the crusade. On account of their contiguity
to Turkish dominion, Hungary and Venice were the
only states to respond somewhat favourably to the papal
appeal. The Duke of Burgundy, on the other hand, sent a
message to inform the Pope that he had to postpone his
promised Eastern expedition for another year and blamed
Louis XI for this decision. The Italian republics were
more interested in courting the friendship of the Turks and
acquiring favourable trade terms from them than in uncer-
tain expeditions which might involve their fleets and their
commerce in ruin. Moreover, their jealousies and inter-
necine scheming were too strong to be curbed even
1 Daru, I.e.; Hazlitt, Venetian 'Republic, II, 124-7; L. M. Bagg, Crises in
Venetian Hist., 120 et seq.
2 The income accruing from the alum trade to the Sultan was estimated at
300,000 ducats per annum, and the Pope exhorted Christian countries to
assist in deflecting this trade to Rome.    Reynaldus, ad ann. 1463, no 86
(7 April); Commentarii, vii, 185-6.    Cf. Ady, op. cit., 317-18.
3 Commentarii, xii, 332.
4 Opera, Ep. 412; Commentarii, xii, 344; cf. Ady, 323 n.i.